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Sixty Years of Population Growth in Ontario, 1921 to 1981 


One of the background studies conducted last fall was an attempt to 
project for each municipality in each county and district in the pro- 
vince the total population which might be expected in 1981. The pur- 
pose, of course, was to provide some guidelines in projections of school 
enrolment, especially in those areas of apparent rapid growth or even of 
decline in total population. The method used was to project on the 
basis of past trends, with special reference to recent changes, using 
the census population values from 1921 to 1976 as the base. 


The actual process was an iterative one, similar to that which the 
senior author used in Nova Scotia, namely, to prepare in the Commission 
offices a preliminary estimate of the 1981 population for each county 
and district, to send the complete copy to the educational authorities 
with the request that they consult the local municipal authorities and 
send back to us any revisions they deemed necessary, with explanations 
where possible (e.g. opening of new subdivisions, etc.). We studied 
these suggestions very carefully, and then prepared the final tables 
included in this Statistical Appendix. 


Readers will observe that actual declines in total population are 
anticipated in some regions, particularly in parts of northern Ontario, 
but generally the pattern is one of modest growth. The major excep- 
tions, where there may be substantial growth in population during the 
next few years, are for the most part adjacent to the metropolitan areas 
of southern Ontario. These include Dufferin, Durham, Halton, Middlesex, 
Ottawa-Carleton, Peel, Simcoe, Victoria, Waterloo, Wellington, and York 


(excluding Metro Toronto). 


As indicated in the first Interim Report, an understanding of these 
uneven growth patterns is essential in planning for education as well as 
for other municipal services. There are very significant intraprovincial 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
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Pat: ae 


Shifts in population, of all age groups: e.g., from the city of Ottawa 
to Carleton, and from the Metro Toronto complex to nearly all the sur- 
rounding counties (somewhat less to the east, as it happens, since 
Scarborough itself is not completely built up north of the Macdonald- 
Cartier Freeway. The sixty years patterns of growth are fascinating for 
some of the municipalities, with large swings up and down over the 

years - but generally up except for boundary changes. 


It is hoped that the municipal authorities, as well as the edu- 
cation authorities, will find these statistics useful for planning 
purposes. 


We wish to acknowledge the inevitable assistance provided by Miss 
Shadia Haddad in the preparation of these tasks. 
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